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The Center for Southeast Asia Studies (CSEAS) was founded in 1960 for the development of research
and teaching on the countries of Southeast Asia - now covering Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Myanmar, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Timor Leste, and Vietnam - and the region
as a whole.

CSEAS promotes the expansion of Southeast Asian Studies on the UC Berkeley campus by facilitating
faculty and graduate research, by funding language instruction, by presenting lecture series and
cultural programs, by organizing public outreach and international conferences, and by hosting
visitors and scholars.

CSEAS is a consortium U.S. Department of Education Title VI National Resource Center, with
UCLA's Center for Southeast Asian Studies, one of five National Resource Centers for Southeast Asia
in the country. The consortium helps students and faculty at each campus collaborate on particular

programs (conferences, workshops, and speaker series), furthers the development of campus
resources devoted to the field (such as library acquisitions) and promotes course development and
improvements in the quality and accessibility of language instruction.

Southeast Asian Studies at UC Berkeley

A number of Berkeley faculty worked in the Philippines during the initial decades of the American
occupation in the early 1900s. David Barrows, who served as UC Berkeley’s Chancellor from 1919 to
1923, held a number of different positions in the U.S. colonial administration in the Philippines.
Robert Sproul, who was President of the University of California system from 1930 to 1958, was
administrator for the public education system in the Philippines in the 1920s. Alfred Kroeber, the
pioneering American ethnographer, also worked in the Philippines and published a short monograph
on the peoples of the islands. Bernard Moses, who founded the university’s political science
department, was the first Secretary of Public Instruction for the Philippines, after serving as a
member of the Taft Commission.

Indonesian, Thai and Vietnamese were first taught on campus during World War Il when the
university became a training venue for intelligence officers headed for the Pacific.

In 1959 the Ford Foundation extended institutional grants to several major U.S. research universities
to promote international studies. The Center for Southeast Asia Studies was founded in 1960 in part
because of this support. Although it merged with the Center for South Asia Studies in 1969, it
became a separate unit again in 1990. In 2017, CSEAS joined the Institute of East Asian Studies.

Recent History

CSEAS has been a U.S. Department of Education Title VI National Resource Center for Southeast
Asian Studies in a consortium with the Center for Southeast Asian Studies at the University of
California, Los Angeles since 2000.



http://www.international.ucla.edu/cseas/home
http://www.international.ucla.edu/cseas/home

CSEAS is a founding member of the Graduate Education and Training in Southeast Asian Studies
(GETSEA) consortium which was established in 2020. GETSEA was formed with the mission of
enhancing graduate education in Southeast Asian Studies across North America, and is supported by
a grant from the Henry Luce Foundation. The Southeast Asia Program at Cornell University is the
administrative host.

CSEAS is a consortium member of the Southeast Asian Studies Summer Institute (SEASSI), which is
based at the University of Wisconsin-Madison; a founding member of the American Institute for
Indonesian Studies (AIFIS), an American Overseas Research Center (AORC); and a member of the
Southeast Asia Language Council (SEALC), headquartered at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Publications

The Journal of Vietnamese Studies, which presents original research on Vietnam, was launched by

CSEAS in 2006 with seed funding from the Henry Luce Foundation and the Larry Hillblom Foundation.
The journal is published by the University of California Press.

CSEAS maintains a repository for papers and older publications on the University of California
Scholarship open access network.

The Institute of East Asian Studies maintains a vibrant publications program primarily focused on the
countries of East Asia, and was the original home of the scholarly journal Asian Survey.

Core Faculty

Lisandro Claudio (South & Southeast Asian Studies)

Research interests: History of the Philippines, liberalism in Southeast Asia

Daena Funahashi (Anthropology)

Research interests: Cultural anthropology, medical anthropology, sacrifice, addiction, Southeast Asia
(Thailand), social welfare (Finland)


https://get-sea.org/
https://seassi.wisc.edu/
https://www.aifis.org/
https://sealc.wisc.edu/
http://vs.ucpress.edu/
https://escholarship.org/uc/cseas
https://ieas.berkeley.edu/publications/ieas-publications
http://as.ucpress.edu/
https://sseas.berkeley.edu/people/lisandro-claudio/
https://anthropology.berkeley.edu/daena-funahashi

Vasugi Kailasam (South and Southeast Asian Studies)

Research interests: Tamil literature, Tamil visual narrative forms, Tamil in Southeast Asia

Sylvia Tiwon (South & Southeast Asian Studies)

Research interests: Literature, gender and cultural studies, Indonesia

Eos Trinidad (School of Education)

Research interests: Education policy, Sociology of education, Philippines, Malaysia

Khatharya Um (Ethnic Studies)

Research interests: Refugee and diaspora studies; Cambodia

Peter Zinoman (History)

Research interests: Early and modern Southeast Asian history; Vietnam


https://sseas.berkeley.edu/people/vasugi-kailasam
http://sseas.berkeley.edu/people/faculty/sylvia-tiwon
https://bse.berkeley.edu/jose-eos-trinidad
https://history.berkeley.edu/peter-b-zinoman

Contact CSEAS
Center for Southeast Asia Studies

2111 Bancroft Way, 5th Floor

Berkeley CA 94720

Telephone: (510) 642-3609

E-mail: cseas@berkeley.edu(link sends e-mail)

Faculty Chair

Lisandro Claudio, Associate Professor of South & Southeast Asian Studies
E-mail: Iclaudio@berkeley.edu(link sends e-mail)

Program Director

Alexandra Dalferro
Telephone: (510) 642-3609
E-mail: adalferro@berkeley.edu
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