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Overview of the Programme



The MA in Designing Education is a unique programme, as it enables students to explore 
the relationship between critical design approaches, including ‘Design Thinking’ and critical 
and radical pedagogies, to uncover new areas for learning and teaching practices. We take 
a broad approach to tackle how design and designing can be used in all forms of education 
including, educational participation in commercial or non-commercial organisations, in 
museums or galleries, within international context of arts NGOs or charities, or in Schools, 
Colleges or Universities.  

MA Designing Education - Overview

We want people who are interested in using design to develop education and want to 
encourage people to apply from a wide range of backgrounds.  



MA Designing Education - Structure
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• You may have a degree in design or a related creative field and want to focus on the educational 
applications of design and designing to focus your practice. 

• You could have expertise in a non-design background want to learn how to harness educational 
approaches using design and designing in audience or community participation or change.

• You may be a qualified teacher and want to develop your expertise in design and designing at 
postgraduate level for a variety of educational contexts.

• You may work in public engagement and want to develop or specialise your practices to use 
design and designing.

MA Designing Education - Audience



Overview of the Modules



This Module focuses on a pedagogy of questioning and possibility, so that differing stakeholder views of 
learning can be validated. We explore a ‘pedagogy of possibility’ as a way forward for the design of many forms 
of education, seeking to rethink learning practices that focus on how we might live our lives, how social justice, 
emerging technologies, and new practices might be supported through education and how diverse international 
perspectives can contribute to designing many forms of education. 

Module: Critical & Radical Pedagogies 



Module: Spaces and Practices of Education
Designed to be a practice-based module that uses design methodologies and creative processes in a 
range of educational contexts and environments. The context can be in either, or both, physical and digital 
domains. The module will facilitate research and critique of existing pedagogies, explore the value of 
disruption, and seek to understand the opportunities to innovate within the spaces and practices of 
education and learning. We combine theory and practice of situated learning. 

We use: prototyping, proposal writing, curriculum creation, framework production, advisory 
guidance. Each student project is defined for a particular audience or group of learners.

We considering how differing stakeholder views of learning can be validated, seeking to rethink education 
and learning practices to be purposeful and include diverse international perspectives that can contribute to 
education in a wide range of contexts. The project context can include: schools, universities, charities, 
community groups, businesses, museums, galleries, SMEs, corporations, and governments. 
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Module: Independent Research Project 
This module is about applying and developing understanding of a range of design research approaches and 
applying them to an independent practice project. The independent research project helps students to explore 
their own interests within the programme, and identify a topic and project that is supported through individual 
tutorials. We aim to create a space for discussing and critiquing research methodologies, identifying projects, 
and applying design process to support your own project work, and to help align your future career to your 
independent research project.  



Ruston Banal – Independent Project
A photographer using design approaches to teach AI in photography



Studio Practice within Programme



Building Studio Culture



Creative Methods and Processes



Within all modules we use and develop Design methodologies, creative processes, and critical 

approaches of Design. 

This is available to all students on the programme and acts to introduce students to design approaches to 

‘World Centred’ creative processes of design. The aim is to establish an individual framework of approaches 

for the Critical and Radical Pedagogies, Spaces and Practices of Education and Independent Project modules. 

This includes approaches to designing and applying design within projects using creative methods and 

processes.

This also supports students who are new to design and others with more established practices. Each student 

will develop a project proposal for their own independent project and construct a reflective portfolio that can be 

added to within the other modules on the programme. 

All modules use ‘Design Thinking’ methods





Exploring External Forces and Emerging Tech



Exploring social prospecting and the future 





Also known as Environmental Behaviour (E-B)  
For exploring sites, people in sites and behaviour. 

JOHN ZEISEL INQUIRY BY DESIGN



Option Modules 



A bit about my own work.

Design&Industry

Creative Professionals: Talks 
Business of Design Seminars 



How to be a Leader?

Being Entrepreneurial 
Enterprising Leadership Module



Live Projects





MA Design EP: Hasan Waliany, Adam Kirby, Alfredo Ramírez Chiara Di Leone  and Jenny Nguyen, 
Pi Studio: Terry Rosenberg, Duncan Fairfax and Mike Waller





Multiple Stakeholder conversations



“Everyone designs who devises courses of action aimed 
at changing existing situations into preferred ones” 

(Simon, 1969)

Everyone Designs



Contact: Professor Mike Waller 

Programme Leader MA Designing Education

Thank you 

m.w
alle

r@
gold.ac.u

k


